aie = " u 
y = 
— a 8 ee Ss ee — 


= : 


Pd hee? 


x 

= : . 
“ata” he = 

Rates, YN, aon 
~> OA x ‘ 

» Xt em, con® 


A. YA es Sake —_ 
re Rie ee ae —_—_- = 
bo Re Vrms =— 


yes ; P Ga 
“a . - 


MS 
3 


4 - : ~ . aeoe4 4 wis 
we grea - a Ts ~~ ae 7 
; 7 et . 7 : - : : 7 & 7 ~ 
H > baer ia ean - ba 
tf SS, 
i SS 
tf x 
# : 


“\ 
Oo re se at Rr --— a - _ - 
ic RE SA SEBS is OS “ —f ae oe A ~ - 
= i - 


ro) 


ae ww a ae 


- a = — 
: : ~ — ise = - 7 a : : 
ies ~ yee ad 7 ihe "= i = x 
— ~ a , 
we st _ a - o ~ BS = 
ae = = ~ a 
’ ~ ” ~ ~ a ~ 


fe 
if 
| 
be 


pre Saris 


. 


/ 
pts 
F } 

ANT Renate I BIE CT NB A TOES 


FB hw Das TF 


. 


hog pepe snarane wa 


AMERICAN PRINTING 


_ HOUSE FOR THE BLIND 


vit 
tae ay ¢ Kita 


« 


cae Don Donaldson 


a abe r aes DT a aK 
oe oe Bam) Shee ehh ity ae 
uh Bin si e. : 
Rn) Dan Rt ae. Gaal uae 


5 


7 
Pa 

An 

Al 


r 


ORY OF THE WASHINGTON STATE SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND 


| 


Ver oeis. 


Introduction .¢2 8 8 


CONTENTS 


2 3 fF EF 


A History of the Washington School for 


I. Establishment of the School ,. 


ile The Watson Administration . .« 


am 


The Clarke Administration ’ 4 


I¥. The Hall Administration « « » 


MV, The Chapman Aduinistrgs sgn, ° 


Gonelusion * er @ @ 


¢* *£ #@ @ € & 2 AD 


@ 


> 


® . 


e 


* 


eerenttz 9 a a s s * a . * * * * * * » * ® a ° 


I. A Ghronological Outline of the Development of 
'* the, Washington State School for the Blind, 


II, Occupations of Graduates 
Digest of Washington Laws Concerning the Blind, 


a Oe aw 
his effort 


Deen 


the Stete o 


fects. 


zm, @ 
‘ 


written on 


f Washing 


rr SS ae Se ae 


BTHARPHOD 


< ee : 
ee ee ee RE ok 8 


S$ ews saaisipie wot Loree ta aaa 


Oe SE ORs an aa * * we se ares 


ie ee eR ere ee ee ow * 


A HISTORY OF THE WASHINGTON STATE SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND 
| 3 By Don Donaldson 


INTRODUCTION 

The casual.visitor to the Washington State School for the 
Blind carries away with him a vivid picture -- a picture of 
five stolid brick buildings set closely together and overlook- 
ing the beautiful. Columbia River valley with its orchards, 
Gairies and city lights; of smiling boys and girls, strolling 
arm-in-arm.on the walk that parallels the. front of the build- 
ings, vieing with.one another on the spacious lawns, playing 
football, wrestling, flying kites or roller skating; of 
scholastic activity with children rushing about with slates 
in their hands and braille books under their arms; and over 
all, the strains.of various musical instruments -- piano, 
violin, cello, pipe organ, clarinet -- biended in sweet dis- 
cord. 

The visitor, if he be of an inquiring mind, may asks 
What lies behind the happy, bustling life of this institution 
that releases almost daily souls imprisoned by physical dark- 
ness and gives to them wings of freedom to soar to personal 
triumphs? What is its history? And should he care to delve 
into the records of the school to learn this, he will find 
his effort of little avail, for nothing heretofore has ever 
been written on the history of the education of the blind in 
the State of Washington, except a few scattered and unrelated 
facts. 
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A HISTORY OF THE WASHINGTON STATE SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND 


I 
| ‘The history of the education of handicapped children in 
the State of Washington begins with the date 1886, at which 
time a Surrstorial sehool for defective youth was established; 
but peels lation relating to the blind and deef antedates this 
by many years, As early as 1861 a law was enacted in the 
territory which exempted from taxation a aiatephe ct of blind 
women, In 1881 there was introduced into the territorial 
House om) Representatives, and defeated, "an act to exempt the 
blind from school tax", In November of that year a bill wes 
presented to the same body which aimed to provide for the 
education of deaf-mutes -- the earliest attempt to establish 
a school for hendicapped youth in the territory. The bill was 
turned over to the Ways and Means Committee, approved by that 
group, but deter killed. A similer act, " appropriating money 
for the care and. educat ion of indigent deaf-mutes", 2 was 
rejected in 1883 by the Legislature.® 
“Nothing more was done in ine interest of the deaf at 
blind unt the territorial legislative session of 1885-86, 
At that evasion @ bill wes passed which. established. at Vancouver, 
in olerk County, the Washington School for Defective Youth » for 
the education of the deaf, blind, and fecble-minded children of 
the ‘Territory of Meshingtons+ Tis pall also provided for ae 
educate “ef dere ative “veaithe a hear % 


. Renee: Seukich op. eervatoryier: Wash, , 1881) HB. 8 Fp. 2 26,80. 
2. House Journal of seamed of Wash., 1883, H.B. 8 
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board of trustees consisting of five members to manage the 


affairs of the institution; stated the qualifications, duties 


and salary of the director; and specified the opening and 


elosing dates of the term, the fiscal school yeer, application 


for adrission, admission of non-resident s,° etc, The bill 


was sag he by Governor Watson C, Squire on the Third of February, 
1886. 


3. 
oy 


This list of legislative enactments relating to the blind 
and deef prior to 1886 is not comprehensive, 

Gode of Washington, Sec. 1979-2003, Pp. 352-354; "That a 
state school be, em hereby is established, to be known 
ae the Washington School for Defective Youth, for the edu- 

eation of the deaf, blind and feeble-minded youth of the 
State of Washington, 

"Phe location of the said school shell be at Vancouver, in 
Clark County. 

"Seid sehool shall be free to all resident youth in the 
State of Washington, who are too deaf, blind cr feeble- 
minded to be taught by ordinary methods in the public school: 
Provided, they are free from vicious habits and from loath~ 
some or contagious ceseases, — 

"Said school shall be under the management of trustees, cone= 
sisting of five persons of good repute and learning, being 
citizens of the state, nomineted by the Governor, and con= 
firmed by the Senate. 

"after organization, as heresfter provided, said board of 
trustees, and their successors shall have’ the management 
of the real and personel property, funds, financial business 
end all general and public interest of the school, with 
‘power to receive, hold, manage, dispose of, and convey any, 

and ‘ell real and personal property made over to them by 
‘purchase, gift, divise or bequest, and the proceeds, and 
Anterest thereof for the use of the school. 

"All appointments shall be such that the board shall always 
‘Gontein at least one peactiosl : iedusaton one physicien and 
‘one lawyer. — 

"after the 30th day of June, 1886, 011 finencial business, 
‘accounts and officiel terms shall conform thereto. | 
Tat couch Peqular session of the State Legislature the board 

B. trustees yaar resent a full report to the Governor of 
- sschool during ‘the previous two years, 

"The | ctor of “the schoo! shall be a competent, exert 
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A few days later a board of trustees, appointed by the 
Governor, took immediate steps to organize and perform its 
official duties. It found « small class of deaf mute children 
in Tacoma, maintained by charitably disposed persons of different 
denominations, and taught by a Presbyterian minister of that 
city, named. W. D. McFarland. This class was adopted as the 
nucleus of the State School for Defective Youth, being the very 
first of the new institution, Together with the teacher and 


instruction of the deaf, blind and feeble+minded. He shall 
reside in the school and be furnished quarters, heat, light 

»and food. 

“rhe Director shall be responsible for the care of the 

© premises and property of the sehool, selection and control 
of employees, regulation cf the household, discipline of 
‘the school, arrangerent and execution of the proper course 
of study, training of the pupils in morals ard manners, and 

the general oversight of all internal affeirs of the school, 
ané shall be before the regular annual meetings of the Board 
of Trustees « « « with a full report of the operation of the 
school during the previous school year. 

"fhe salary of the Director shall be $900 for the first year 
of his service in the school, with an increase of not more 
than $100 per annum up to a maximum salary of $1,500 per 
annum. He shall have no other occupation during his term 
-of service in the school. - 

““Phe Director may be removed at any time with three-fifths 
vote of the full Board of Trustees for misconduct, incap- — 
acity, mismanagement, inefficiency or immorality. 

t parent, guercien or next friend of any defective youth, 
‘pesiding in the State of Washington shall at least 10 days 
before the last Wednesday in February and August. of..each... 

~™ yéer, furnish to the secretary of the Board of Trustees, in 

©. writing, full and satisfactory information concerning such 
youth. The Board of ‘Trustees: shall have the power to expel 
Pes ig pupil. 
"Defective youths not residing ‘in the State shall be admitted 
under such eonitit’ ons: as my be perworived by the Board of 
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his helpers, the class was trensferred to Vancouver.® Even the 
furniture of the class was sent with it.” As the legislature 
hed mate no provision for the erection or purchase of ea 
for the school, the trustees rented for the first term a build- 
ing in the heart of Vancouver which had formerly been a hotel. 
| Eleven deaf eathes with their Presbyterian pastor teacher, 
a few pieces of second-hand furniture, and a small rented 
building in the center of Vancouver constituted the humble 
begi¢mings of what eventually has become one of the finest 
schools for the blind in America, When one compares this 
modest little territorial school of 1666-87 with either the 
“State School for the Deaf or the State School for the Blind of 
todsy, he cannot help but wonder at the great change that has 
been wrought in the short space of forty-nine yesrs. | 
In the mean time, a commission of three members was appointed 
by the Governor, which was to report “within thirty days from 
the date of their appointment to select a suitable site, and 
report their action to the Governor." The commissioners met in 
the First Netional Bank at Vancouver on February twenty-fourth, 
1886, and elected 8S. We. Brown President and — Landes secretary. 


4 Years after the school wet well under operation, owing to 
" vevthe fact that the State of Idaho had up to this time made 
no provision for the education of ite deef and bliin’, the 
--») Washington School cered for a number of Idcho childrens. 
A sum of $200 per year for each child was charged Idshe. 
\>) =o Seey Biennial Report of Idaho. School for Deaf and Blind, 
1 P,. 33 also, Best, "Blindness and the Blind", PL 355. 
6, The first school for gitoeene children to be opened in what is 
‘now the State of Washington wes located at Fort Vancouver, 


8. a pred 1, 1835. -- ington’, Fy 66 rr ote Edmond Se», "History 
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They unanimously selected a site containing 129 acres: 
“he said tract of land is ebout one mile outside the eity 
limits, and can be purchased for $2000, which sum exceeds but 
little, if any, the value of substantial improvements on the 
place, all, or nearly all of which can be advantageously used 
for the benefit of the school," reads the commission's report.® 
"The land is finely watered by a pleasant and never failing 
stream, which passes over its entire length, and, in our judgment, 
is well calculated for such gardening and farming yarpunes 0s 
the success ard best interest of the school requires." 

' A few citizens of Vancouver and vicinity purchased ea farm 
connected with the selected location, whith consisted of nearly 
100 acres; this they donated te the territory for the use of 
the school, The entire property was appraised by the locating 
committee at $5,000.9 During the following summer there was 
erected on this site a two-story building used as school house 
and living quarters, which will be described in greater detail 
later. 

‘oe ‘he Board of Trustees did their vbmost to win the full. 
co-operation of the territorial legislature. In picturesque © 
terms they pointed out the need for educating the handicapped 
children of the Territory, “Phe conclusion of those who have 
given thought and lebor te the stlution of the problem, how | 
GRalkivee care for the deaf mutes, feeble-minded, and blind, is, 
that Wits portion or the raising eens ar ese to: 
the Board of Commissioners to Select eo ‘Site for 


Mute School 
oo Sipeet a0 tus boure of frustees, 1887, P. 3« 
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grow up as ignorant animals, will beccme an especiaily dangerous 
element in cur populetion," they warn in their first report,+° 
"with human powers for evil, they have no means of learning 
nearly all that elevates manhood above the brute. creation. if 
our boested civilization has aught of practical wisden in it, 
we cannot fail to care for these whe are not able to hear, speak, 
see or understand, except as they are taught through Leborious 
and expensive methods, calling for practice, perseverence and 
the queen of ell virtues, Charity}"11 

What transpired during the first term? How aid the class 
of eleven deaf mutes and their pastor teacher fare? These things 
must remain untold, for of them the reports are silent. It is 
only after the opening of the second full term, August, 1887, 
thet greater light on the history of the school is shed. 
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ery When the hendful of deef students returned to Vancouver 

on. the last Wednesday of Auguet, 1887, for the beginning of 
their second school year, they found many changes at the insti- 
tution, There was a new location for the school, a new building, 


a new director, several beginning pupils, and perhaps even more 
surprising then anything else, a littie blind class-mote. 
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--The connection of the first director, Rev. W. D. McFarland, 
-with the school was severed in June, 1887, The trustees, how- 
ever, were particularly fortunate in obtaining the services of 
Professor James Watson, en instructor of long experience and 
marked success, /® who had come from the Bellville Institute for 
the Deaf and Dumb with his accomplished wife, daughter of the 
iy Me, and 
‘Mrs. Watson had spent their lives in this philanthropic work, 


founder of. the first school for the deaf in Canada, 


and to them should be given credit for the success of the Wash- 
ington School for Defective Youth during its embryonic years. 
“Mr. Watson continued in the capacity of director of. the school 
for nineteen years, the longest period anyone has remained its 
pats] tor Lt cdicerattecc a tambtorg machen pall bee tke an 
Besides the director, whose selaryv for the first year of 
service was fixed by lew at’ $900, to! + bee dAnereased each 
‘subsequent year at the discretion of the trustees, there were 
employed during the second term four persons -- a teacher, an 
assistant teacher, a matron and a cook, But such an eleborate 
isteff was thought too costly; so, during the next term, the 
wife of the director combined the duties of both assistant 
teacher and matron, thus saving the espense of ont employee. 


* thy 


°12, Report of the Boerd of Trustees, 1890, P. 3. 
15, Report of the Board of Trustees, 1887, P. 5, 
~14, Nineteen years under one administration is somewhat out 
of the ordinary for Western schools for the blind of 
“© -othis pericd when political interference wes common, — 
For example, the Oregon Institute for the Blind, only 
| ance from the Washington School, hed eight. 
18, emer Sante during oe hae she Sopa years of oner- 
tion. See, @ighth Report r + aeg: imaai 
<for the Blind, 1893, P ing laine win oy 
; Bineth Report of the "supe Pintende pnt of Public 
ee > hep Saertt ory of Washington. TRAD, 
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The salaries paid to ‘employees: during this ‘time: ‘ranged from. 
twenty ‘to. ‘firty dollers per dath with room ee board.2 
$f ‘There had ‘been ‘instituted during the first. ‘term. a movement 
té deca a ‘vuliding on ‘the ‘ground selected ‘by ‘the locating 
ommittee. ‘In vidw of the fact that the citizens of Vancouver 
a already ‘voluntarily éontr ibuted the funds wherewith to 
purchase ‘the: school site : and that the ‘legisiature had provided 
no 1 money for ‘the: ‘purpose, ‘the task of erecting such a new build- 
“9 seemed fte hopeless. ‘The “gealous ‘exertions ‘of the ararkece 
end eS friends of the er ghool resulted ‘in ‘securing only heif 
the “sum necessary to Sonatccet the ‘building ‘designed, However, my 
$500 as Mise towed ‘from ‘benevolent friends of the ‘school . ine lua ~ 
5 cag of the ‘trustees and. one member of ‘the locating. ‘committee, 
and ‘the bullding was “80 fer af that “at the beginning of si 
the second term the rented structure in the heert of Vancouver 
was ‘ebendoned, ‘and the school was ‘opened in the new house.+® 
This. ‘building was lees then forty fect seuare, ‘two stories 
gh; ‘and connected. with a ‘emai farm house -- Feely. more of 
emltee nats | soticel Drweienpinyec In dt ‘the ‘students paket ate, 
ass bed ‘was this” ‘new ‘structure that ‘even ‘before Sompletion 
é ‘the First y your of occupancy, Wire Watson submitted ‘this 
7 complaint meets: | board ‘of trustees; “owing to, yy combustible 


nabiire ‘of the wudading, a ce Taek’ of 7 eoean “fire appliences and 


i MRR NM A UE NM IT mn FN MT Cl OP NL OU EE A ANCE NE * “ye cei tnmdied eed 


the fect that, during the cold weather we. sre compelled to have 


1, Report of the Direct OF y 2800. 
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so many fires in stoves and open grates, a great deal of anxiety 
is caused, I would express the hope that during the cold season 
of the next session a night watchman will be employed, whose 
duty shall be to visit the various parts of the building at 
stated intervals, and thereby reduce the danger as far as possible. 
Fire escapes have been placed leading te the ground from windows 
of the dormitories occupied respectively by male and female 
pupils. These offer a ready means of exit in case of emergency."” 
| The school building was not the only thing to which the 
Girector objected. Apparently the furniture transferred from 
Tacoma with the first class and placed in the new home had become 
Gilapidated. Mr. Watson says in his report of 1889, "I would 
seeinenend that iron bedsteads be procurked to take the place of 
those in both the boys! and girls! dormitories, They have become 
so rickety, being of wood and of a cheap arade, thet it is 
almost impossible to keep them together,"18 

" Twenty pupils were in attendance the second term, of whom 
nineteen were deaf mites ard one a blind youth, Five of these 
nineteen deaf children came from one family, the Wade femily of 
Konteseno. +9 Many others within the territory were eligible to 
receive the benetite of the institution; but in presence of the 
fact that the class rooms and dormitories of the school were 
almost crowded to capacity, it was or not more 

Ghiléren pressed their claim fer rg bg 
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‘16, Report of the Board of Trustees, 1887, p. 4. 
17. BB Lak of the Director, 1889, 
~18. Report of the Director, 1689, 
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The only blind pupil enrolled at the school was a little 
boy from Tacoma named Harry EF, Applegate.<+ Although ‘the school 
wes tiot in a position at the time to receive the blind, the 
parents of this youth were so exceedingly anxious thet he enter 
upon his studies, that Mr, Watson felt constrained to give him 
- the benefit of such advantages 2s the institution could offer. 
Books in ernbossed type, valued at $25, were donated by Perkins 
Institution ond the Messachusetts School for the Blind for his 
use, becoming the foundation of a department for the blind, 
And so began in 1887 the first class for the blind in Washington. 
‘ye &@s evidence of the very satisfactory progress made by this 
first blind student may be mentioned the fact that in a short 
time he had learned to read simple sentences by means of raised 
letters, By the next term he had mastered the primer, first, 
second and third readers, and was able to derive mich pleasure 
from his ability to read the New Testament, books which were 
included in the donstions from Perkins Institution, He was 
teught to write legibly, covld express his thoughts in composi- 
tion,, and often wrote his own letters to his perents, His 
knowledge of history, geography, grammar, arithmetic and ecripture 
wes pointed to with great pride by his teachers.°2 
oo It-was greatly regretted by Mr. Watson thet other blind 
students could not be accommodated at the school. “It is im- 
peseithie,” he wrote, "to extend the advantages of the institution 
tove number of this class of mpbaven —" be bee — that measure 
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T# ~ oe ; Direst or, 
21 “Harry Applegate still resides’ in the State of Washington. 
22, Report of the Director, 1888, P. 21. — 
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#1$% 
of justice, educationally and otherwise, to which they sre 
entitled, until we are in a position financially to employ a 
special teacher for that department ."©9 
Early in the year 1888 both houses of the legislature 

unanimous'’voted the sum of thirty thousand dollars for the 
erection of new buildings upon a site overlooking the Columbia 
River.°* "Phe position is very commanding and the location 
salubrious, The lordly Columbia River, with its ever increasing 
steamboat traffic and its thousends of summer excursionists, 
flows past the doors of this institution; and for miles in either 
direction holds the eye of the beholder, The city of Portland 
and the continually multiplying and flovrishing suburban towns 
ana ‘villages, with the glory crowned mounteins of the Cascade 
Prange, will never fail to exert a valuable and delightful 
educstional influence upon the generations of unfortunate 
children of the state, whose eyes and hands must perform for 
them the double function ef ears and tongues."°° Governor 
Eugene Semple appointed as puilding commissioners Colonel » 
Shaw, J. D. Geoghegan and J, H. Healy, who adopted the plans 
drawn by an architect of Detroit, Michigan, The contract was 
awarded on May 24, 1888, The new building evst $29,246, ard 
was first occupied at the beginning of the torm in 1689,2° 
Ho longer was it necessary for the students and feculty to 


23, Report of: the moara° or: Trustees, 1887, P. us b Lor 

24, Session Lews of Washington, 1886, Ch. 45, P.85. 

7 rm of the Board of trasteee, "1892, P, Se ' 
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stand over open grates shivering during cold —— nights, as 
they had.done in their old. building. 

»,With the view eof as¢ertaining the number of deef, blind 

and» feeble-minded in the territory,®’ a letter was sent by Mr. 
Watson. to each school teacher in the territory, inquiring as 
tothe number. of handicapped youths in their school district. 
It, was learneca of the whereabouts of fifteen deaf mutes, three 
blind, and eighteen feeble-mindeds Many teachers, however, did 
not reply to the inouiry.-° 

si Two years later the United States sensus of 1890 showed 
that. there were fifty-two deaf and seventy-eight blind youths 
under the age of twenty-one residing in the state, Of the 
number of deaf mates reported, twenty-eight were, or had been, 
pupiis at the school,* The school population at this time 
numbered twenty-six. Twenty-five of these pupils were deef — 
mates, with but one blind, the same student who had enrolled 
three years before in 1887,°° 

A. ccmpuisory ettentton law was enacted the following 

year; this naturally increased the population of the school. 


276 Washington did not become a sitate until 1889, 
28. Keport of the Director, 1886, 25-6 
29. Report. of the Board of eoumeete > 1892, P, 20. 

50. Report of the Director, 1889, 
51. Session Laws of Washington, 1890, Ch, 16, P, 497; “It shall 
be the duty of the parents and guardian of 41] such = © 
defective youths to send them each yeser to the said Svate 

Sehool for Defective Youth, The County Commissioners shail 

take ell action mecessary to enforce this section of the 
+>, laws Provided, that if satisfactory evidence shell be laid 
33, ues e. (county commissioners that any defective youth 
34, te ‘educated at ‘home or in some suiteble institution 
other than the Washington School for Defective Youth, the © | 
c ORUNED & Aa “ag * other ‘aetion’ ‘in ‘such ~ 
hei the Orezon Institute for the - 
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Mr, Watson hed. long urged the passage of such a law. Three 
years before, he had stated in a reports “It is impossible to 
arouse. some parents to a sense of duty toward their unfortunate 
offspring, owing to mercenary or, sentimental ressons; they will 
not avail themselves of this generous provision which has been 
made by the state for the education of their children, To meet 
such cases, it is to be hoped that the next legislature will 
enact.e lew calling for compulsory ecucation of ell defective 
youths between the ages of seven and twenty years resident, in 
the. state,"** 4 the secon Biennial Report: of the Trustees,’ 
deted. arch 3, 1890, there is this: statements: "We suggest thet 
@ll-deef mte, blind and feeble-minde: children between the 
eges of seven and twenty-one years should be compelled to attend 
this. or some other like institution,"°° Washington's compulsory 
educetion law was in a measure responsible for Oregon enacting 
a similer law,~* 


eompoease, further.then to make-e record of the fact, end take 
such steps as may be necessery to satisfy themselves that 

“o> seid defective youth shall continue to receive a proper 
educations 

ve eo" If-it. eppear.to the satisfaction of the county commissioners 
thet the parents of any such defective youth within their 

teeipcounty are,unable to beer the, expense of sending ther to 
said state school, it shall then be the duty of such commis- 
suey. to send ther et such school at the expense of the. 
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32. Kepartof the:Director, 1869, 8. 30s, ty” 
7 the Board: eotacuete 8 1890, P, be 
of _Sdocteveptnensy gneselibeport of the Oregon. 
Educat December 51, 1890, appears this 
ee written Olive Mi. Ca 7294 then superintendent 
“se yg Institute for the Blinds "As it is a well 
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oIn the year 1891. the cepartment. for, the blind could boest 
of but four pupils. These were taught by the instructor of 
the highest clages in the department. for the deaf, in addition 


‘to his other duties. It was stated in that year's report that, 


"as the/ number of, blind pupils..will dn a1, likelihood increase 
neat term, the employment of a teacher in this class will be 


mecessary."°° » By the next..year,,1892, true to the director's 


prediction; the claes of blind students had grown te ten; and 


‘they were placed under the care of oan accomplished teacher, 


Mies He Cy. Pettit, who remainec the only instructor of the blind 


for seven years before an assistant was granted her. ‘Several 


‘of these bling pupils showed considerable musical talent, which 
‘they were encouraged to develop; others made noteworthy progress 
ealong literary lines, one of these being Robert B, Irwin, now 
‘Executive Director. of the American Foundation.for. the Blind. 


io"Itcds.our purpese,".wrote Mr, Watson in one of his 


reports,°° "to-impart to the pupils of this department a good 


common: school education. .And-.with that.object. in view the 


‘foundations of such treining are being faithfully. laid. . « .» 


We endeavor to keep these pupils.as occupied. as possible and to 
train. the hand as well as the.mind, Shut in as they are. by 


4ife ‘known f§ 


» 85. Report of the Director,. Paes, #34 
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reason of their deprivation of really the most important sense, 
they are given more to reflection and thought than normal 
children, ard in their studies during the term have done well, 
They are trained to be self-reliant and are never excused on 
account of their affliction from what may be any reasonable 
task, and each one has certain household duties to perform. We 
treat them as though they were normal children," } 
PY The extent to which these objectives of ur Watson were 

realized is shown vy a report of a joint Senate and House 

| committee which visited the school in February, 1891 -- the | 
first official committee to inspect the school, The report 
is elso of interest becesuse it gives us a glimpse into the life 
of the school at that times in part it reads: "The joint 
comittee appointed to visit the State School for Defective 
Youth eee have consumec a whole day in making a thorough 
examination of the buildings and the method s in conducting the 
school. We fine the building in « beautiful situation on high 
nround picse tO, and commanding a full view of, the Columbia 
River. s ° The forty-five pupils now in the school are ‘almost 
without exception chilcren whe ere endowed with bright minds | 
and pleasing forms and features. » « tir, Watson and his family 


are 80 maneging the school that the pupile lead a happy» joyous 
life while pemiring a good education ‘and being fitted to become 


honest, self-supporting citizens, ‘It appears to the committee 


thet the Saplis unquestionably endoy their lite in ‘this ‘sehool 
Bay, 1906, wh Pia hi 
better then they would. in their hone; ‘no Gunmen iow (legend 


those homes might be. « « The defective ehildren appear to. 

57. Report of the Board of tru 3 JF , ° 
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have a greater thiret for knowledge than is felt by the average 
children of our common school; and they quickly learn that every- 
thing is being managed for their own good; and that their teachers’ 
hearts, as well as their minds, are engaged in their BErvices. « »« 
Your committee would most earnestly and emphatically protest 
ageinst ever admitting among such children any who are feeble- 
minded, believing that the presence of such among the deaf, 
dumb and blind would be greatly detrimentel to the latter, without 
providing any benefits to the former, We would therefore recom- 
mend that there be erected by the state a separate building for 
the education of the feeble-minded, "97 

Upon the suggestion of the committee, the Lesisiature of 
1891 granted $20,000 to purchase grounds and erect thereupon a 
building to be usec as a school and home for the feeble-minded,°© 
Although the law of 1886, créating the State School for Defective | 
Youth, specifically stated that it should be “for the education 
of the deef, blind and feeble-minded youth of the State of Wash- 
ington", nothing had béen done up to this time to train feebdle- 
minded children, It was not until December 8, 1892, that a 
department for the feeble -minded as a branch of the State School 
for Defective Youth was opened.° The law transferring the 
feeble-minded children to Medical Lake in Eastern Washington, 
end separating that department from that of the deaf end blind 
was passed in 1905; but the transfer could not be made until 
May, 1906, when the bulidings ‘at the new location were completed.*° 


57. Report of the Board of Trustees, 1892, P. 14. 
58, Session Laws, 1890, Ch. 1, P. 17; Report of Board of +S 
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That there has always existed a close friendship between 
the Washington and Oregon schools for the blind is apparent to 
one familar with the history of both institutions. Washington, 
being the more populous, has had an important influence on the 


4135 hes already been pointed out that Oregon's 


Oregon School. 
compulsory education law for blind children can be traced to 
Weshington legislaticn of en earlier date, In 1900 Governor 
Geer of Oregon, with his state board of education, visited the 
Washington School "for the purpose cf gaining information as 
to the conduct of this institution", "We have gained much that 
we can use," wrote the Governor, "The work here is equal and 
superior to that of a greet many similar institutions in this 
country. Professor Watson is fully alive to the interests and 
welfare of the unfortunate children given to his care, and his 
great work speaks for itself, especially to those who take the 
time. to visit the institution,"42 


39, Session Laws, 1905, Ch, 139, P. 254, 

40. Hon. W. Cochran, "Washington State Institutions", 1915, P. 23. 
41, It is not out of place to stete further relationships between 
~~ the two schools, Since the Washington School for the Blind 
inaugurated a foursyear high school course in 1920, there © 
being only a three year secondary course offered by the , 

Oregon institution, a number of blind students from Oregon 
heve come to the Washington school to finish their training. 
The present superintendent of the Oregon Institute for the 
Blind, Mr. Walter R. Dry, taught at the Washington School 
for ten years prior to his going to Oregon. In recent years 
social events, principally in the form of dances, have been 
Beven J gepeaysby the two schools, This spirit of friendship 
existing, these two institutions is indeed admirable, 

42. bien jae amg red weed also, Report of the Director, 
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Chapter 119, Lews of 1901,*° crested the State Board of 
Goentrol as successor of the Boerd of Audit and Control, send 
defined its powers ard duties, msking it the governing, manag~ 
ing end purchasing suthority for the six charitable, reformatory 
ami perel inetitutions in existance at that time, However, the 
school for the desf and the blind was not put under its jJuris- 
Giction until 1909. | 

The. combination of the school for the feeble-minded with 
that of the blind and deaf was naturally detrimentel to the 
latter, and inimical to its proper development. Realizing this, 
Ernest Lister, then chairman of the board of control and later 
Governor of the state, recommended to the legislature of 1903 
that the feeble-minded children of the state be established at 
another point, that the blind be segregated from the deaf end 
that. the former be given the quarters then occupied by the 
feeble-minded,** His board further recommended thet the name 
of the School for Defective Youth be changed to State School 
for the Deaf and Blind, Although these recommendations were 


» Chapter 119, Session Laws, 1901 -- "The Governor . . shall, 
by and with the advice of the Senate, appoint a bi-partisan 

pe consisting of three citizens of the state, not more 
‘than two of whom shall belong to the dominent political 
party, as members of a bosrd known as the State Board of 
Gontrol, .The members of said board shell hold office, as 
designed by the governor, for two, four and six years * pespect- 
44, vodvely, and may be. removed b the governor at his discretion. 
48 eos 0 Ee ane ee ie card shall receive a salary of - 
ANNUM» ntact ‘of Contrel shall bemme 


ities on Ap 
: bate Bost. © cette fol, 3 she l heve full power to manege 
| 1 the eledetene of the state, and 
examine into xneiy pe ¥ ccenaia. and their sources of 
income and expenditures and financial management generally. 
"It shall be the further duty of the Board of Control to 
examine into the conditions and needs of ¥ Bi institutions, 
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not followed at this session, they were adopted by the 1905 
Legisleture, after having been presented by another board. 
The daw provided for a division ‘of the State School for Defect - 
ive Youth 45 oni renamed the institution the State School for 


3 Ot 


the Deaf ana piina,* 


as the State Institution for the Feeble-Minded, was established 


A new institution, to be known thereafter 


at, pedicel a in Zastern Washington, as alreedy related, 


£ € 2et 


in 1908 was also the last yeer of Mir, Watson! s administretion. 
It ‘ts a strange circumstance thet with the termination of the 
Stote | School for Defective Youth Mr. Watson's career as director 
cae, The man who had nursed the institution through the trying 
years. of infenkey, who alone was “responsible for ite growth over 
a period of nineteen long years, reme ine in of fice only a few 
months after the name of the school was changed. His removal | 
was a keen disappointment to the deaf end blind children of the 
institution, under whose watehful guidance they had received 


instruction for ar yearse=/ 


pore on or hefere the first of Speeder of the year pre- 
° -.) @eding the session of the legislature, report in writing 
to the Governor the conditions of each of said institutions, 
eooomandé what sum of money it deems advisable to eppropriate for 
its maintenance, 
‘ive®It shall be the duty of the board to appoint a chief 
executive officer for esch of the public institutions under 
yom ite control, who shall devote his entire time to the duties 
of his office end ee title shall be rh in ae a ‘ie 
44, Hons We Sonbr thy: Ste hington State Institutions", 1915, P, 25. 
45. Session Laws, 1 ae che 70, 1 Gas aby. 3 P. 155. 


46, Session | o 254_ — | 
ere ur. Watson ena pociepticentens of the Idaho School for the 
after leaving the Washington School, 


| 4B. Tho Weshingtonion, Decesher 20, 1007. 
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Mre Watson's successor, Thomas P. Clarke, a much younger 
man,took over the duties of director in December, 1906. The 
progress of the School for the Deaf and Blind under his admin- 
istration was of such a character as to disprove the charges 
made at the time of his appointment, alleging thet he was 
selected solely for political reasons without regard for his 
fitness for the position.*®© Governor Albert E, Mead and the 
state board of control were subjected to severe criticism as 
the result of Mr. Clarke's appointments; a strong effort was 
made to coerce them to retain lir, Watson. But to place the 
school on a higher plate, the Governor and board of control 
felt the need for infusion of young dloed.*9 Clarke's quelifi- 
cations were such as to convince them of his fitness. That he 
was not a voter of the state when the position was tendered 
him, it would appear that his selection wes not political. 

The condition in which Mr. Clarke found the institution 
was hardly credible. One hundred and thirty deaf and blind 
children were crowded into a building originelly planned to | 
accommodate ebout seventy-five. There were no halls above the 
first floor, a situation most inconvenient since the school 
rooms were on the third floor, The girls from the highest — 
grade had to pass through every class room in the building 
except that oceupie! by the blind, which was the very last |. 


December 20, 1907, 
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Troany*in like ‘manner ‘the blind ‘children had to do the seme or 
‘pass down the fire escape to get out of school. One of the 
‘teachers “had to use the fire escape whenever he went to his 
bedroom, It was estimated by Mr, Clarke that each of the older 
girls in the deaf department had to climb forty-eight flights 
ef stairs daily in the discharge of her ordinary duties,©° 
This situation was soon relieved, however, by transferring the 
link to the building recently vacated by the feeble-minded 
Ghildren, and the construction of Méad Hall, used exclusively 
Gy the Geaf <= the actual, but not legal, separation of the ~ 
blind fromthe deaf, At the tire of the transfer, the popula- 
‘tion of ‘the blind Gepartment hed grown to thirty-one, sixteen 
‘of ‘whom had bedome afflicted with loss of sight at the age of 
one year or less, By 1908, two yeers later, the enrollment 
had increased to ‘thirty-seven. 

/ Mr. Clarke realized thet an essential part in the education 
‘f the Geaf and the blind is the education of the public. Accord- 
dangly, in order that the purpose of the institution might become 
better known, he seized every opportunity to speak before public 
gatherings. In an address at Port Townsend before a convention 
of thé State Fedcration of Womens Clubs, he outlined the aims of 
‘the institution: “What is the object of our school? It is to 
fit these handicapped children to take care of themselves, to. 
make self-respecting, self-supporting citizens of the children 
went tous, The money spent by the State 1s not given in charity 
i Rag with the sure hope.of a bountiful return. 


——— ee } 


me & Meshingvonten, May 26, 1906, 
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The State expects to get its returns from the children who are 
theken from the ranks of dependants and lost sight of among 
the any of producers. The purpose of every school for the 
def end blind is to equip the child ‘for the life they are to 


lead. T° do this we must aim definitely to an Son the ecaiieked 
Mi OM ' Oz 


self-supportins. More should be expected from this class than 


from the secing and hearing. e€- At another public gather~ 


ing he described the we iset of the school in this manners 
Fe 2 } 


"Let me impress upon you that this is a school and nothing 

else, It is not a home nor an asylum in any sense of the terme 
cat Unfortunately this institution is. not legally a part of 
the public school system of this State, but it should bes This 


school ts the attempt to fulfil the constitutional pledge to 


Ay : 


give to each child a free ‘common school ecucstion, it being 
cheaper to bring these deficient ‘ohildren here and board them 
then to purnt sh special teachers at their homes and the results 


varie: 


obtained are better. We take up the work where the public 


school fails, and cerry it on to a successful ending, "Sd 


é So effective were Director Clarke's public speeches ‘that 


Po. LOTS 


sa Tenth Legisleture 9% the State of Washington was willing to 


plece his. institution on a business basis and to spend the money 
putting % 


po has of ree do this. it appropriated $211,380 on april 1, 1907, 
enjoyed vy ne ; 
pao es 5 the maintenance fron g1ce to 252 yearly per capita. 
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Er, Clerke also won the favorable support of newspapers 
throughout the State, In a Sunday issue of the Seattle Times,5% 
appeared this interesting survey of the work carried out at the 
school at that times; “Clarke is a great believer in the reli- 
gicn of work, He works himself ard everyone around him works. 
Every child in the school, both deaf and blind, has some work 
assigned which is suited to his or her physical ability. A 
well-ecuippe¢ industrial plant is connected with the school 
and each child is given instruction in some of the verious 
trades taught. . .«. The little folks do chores, It is inter- 
esting to see the air of importance which the six or seven-year 
olds go ebout their duty. . . The blind boys carry stove wood 
and kindling to the kitchen. .. The blind girls wash and dry 
Gishes and make beds, There is something doing every moment 
of the dey, from rising time at 6 aem., till bectime, which 
veries from 7 p.m. for the little folks to 9 p.m. for the older 
children. . . The children are as enthusiastic in their play 
as could be wished, The blind children have been skating on 
rollers for more than a year and no accidents have occurred, 

« « « The blind play hard among themselves, Sprinting, jumping, 
putting the shot, lifting weights, etc., are well done and 
enjoyed by these sightless ones. « « The blind learn chair 
caning, hammock making, piano tuning, typewriting, music, sewing, 
crocheting, imitting, cooking Phe PETTERS Xt in addition to the 
reguler ‘literary work of the school, . . The children are 
tengo tf be a, SRyersy det ervinent, as. lh and learn to 
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do.meny things.without help which seem little short of marvelous 
to the average visitor,” ~T | 

, (dt was inevitable that Mr. Clarke's Bees personality 
and. greet energy. should win the full support of the Legislature. 
Through his insistence the 1908 session passed legislation of 
importance. to the. education of blind and.deaf children of Wash- 
ington. By an act>* it pleced the Stete School for the Deaf 
nd. Blind under. the complete, management of the State, Board of 
Gontrol,”> changed the opening. and closing date, of the term, 
stated the cualifications of the superintendent,°5° and provided 


separate appropriations. for the deaf am blind departments.°" 


She Session Laws 1909, ¢ Che 97, Pe 258 «= "The State School for 
ee Tae grind Gnels Ge iter dhe aarcetion oe the 

‘so. oState. Board of Control; the, funds for, its maintenance shall 

0 Se glia by the legislature of the State of Washing- 

ton 


1p” regular term of seid school shell begin. on the second 
sp, (Wednesday .of aD amP etn and close the second Mednesday of 
" “the following June. . 
"The institution shall ‘be free to residents of the State of 


Mashington who are between the ages of six and twenty-one 
and who sare deaf and blind, or either deaf or blind; provided 
-sthat they are free from loathsome and contageous deseasese 
= State Board of Control may admit to this school deaf and 
linc children from other. states, but the parents or guardians 
regs children will be required to pay annually or quarterly 
1 advance a sufficient amount to cover the cost of maintain- 
nthe sup écucating such. children. | 
aS t shall be appointed ‘by the State Board of 
“Gontrad teat reaps “Of. four years, subject to removal at the 
a “ oe Paton Control. Said superintendent 
nus rty nor. more. ‘than | seventy years of 
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However, separate institutions were not ereated.©® Menbers of 
the Board of Control, after visiting both departments en April 
25, 1908, appointed as principal of the school for the blind, 
under the superintendency of Mr. Clarke, lr, George H, Mullen, 
who hed formerly been in charge of the blind department. 

Life at the school under the new prineipal continued 
quietly until the opening months of 1911, when members of the 
House of Representatives visited the institution. Finding» | 
numerous inadecuacies, they described before a session of the 
House the existing conditions of the school, severely criticiz- 
ing the State Board of Control and the administration, and even 
suggesting that the Board be subject for investigation by the 
Legislature on the grounds of neglect. A bill approplating 
$50,000 for the construction of a new building for the blind 


55. (A) Whet was formerly the State Board of Gontrol was leter 
. changed to the State Department of Business Cortrol, In 
April, 1955, the Department of Business Control and the 
Department of Efficiency consolidated, and becare known 
ae the Department of Finance, Budget and Business. 
(B) The frequent ouestion as to why the state schools for 
the deaf and blind ere under the management of the State 
Board of Control (now the Department of Finance, Budget 
am Business) rather than under the State Department of 
Educstion, since they are essentially educational institu- 
_ tions, may be answered by saying that the State Department 
’ ‘of Education is purely administrative in character and. 
does not handle any financial matters whatever in regard 
~~ €o public schools or various state institutions, The 
advantage claimed for a state board of control in having 
ae igo eens charge over the state's charitable, eleemosynary. 
veg Meet institutions is that it secures greater 
56, jomy and more equitable appropriations, ‘There is 
57. een good reason why the direction of education in 


pall Bete tate supported ousted of the state, as 2 
| BRING the the d@ eustodiel school for Nate diane yD, 


@ State Department of Education, 
“It ig aapenen ag nt head of the State Department 
f Education that legislation will be passed in the near 
future authorigi ng s department to have "na supervision 
tional a ivities of such institutions. 
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was presented, followed by a dramatic seene.”? Speaker Taylor 
of ‘the House called Representative meach of ilason County to the 
cheir, whe went on ‘the floor to urge the pessece of the bill. 
The auabing oratory alee ensued was said to have affacted all 
who heard, "Is there a member in this house.” he was reported 
to have seid, " “who hes visited this institution without it bring- 
ing the tears to his eyes: he mast have a heert of stones These 
Door, helyless, little children are mes to this school between 
the ages of oem and six yeerse They are 2 charge that this 
state should provide with the most tender care, and the fact 
that this is in its present condition is a disgrace to the ‘State 
of Washington, Ye cannot make a mistake when we appropriate 3 
money to cere for ‘theae blind children,” A representative Fron 
Spokane then took the floor and described the conditicn of the 
school. there is not a piece of furniture in the entire build- 
ing." he said, “that I would have in the basement of my house. 
The building ie é1lepidetec that 4t is & el sgrace to all for it 
to ‘continue to be MSOU. z presume the only reason these children 
were put in ‘such & building was because those responsible thought 
Poa were blind and unable to see their surroundings. The beds 


sna 3t 


are ell broken down end unfit for the use of human beings, ena 


on 

I fing thet during the baat year the Boerd of Control hes made 
Gerive os: 

but one visit to the school, and thie lasted only 2. few minutes. 
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»Even though these helpless. vittre ‘eniiaren are bitha they are 
“modesty about uhfressing before eech other, and the superintendent 
| Yer the: school has dfvidet° some of the place into stalls which 
care: very dark ana gleomy, It is a well known fact that the 
“bliné reovire light even more than people who cen see, and so 
‘far-as ry vote is conéerne’, it will be east in favor of those 
bliné children," Ennisjof King County, the next speaker, 
“declared the matter ‘sheild he given a thorough investigation. 
"why he's such a condition been allowed to continue?” he asked, 
"Wie ‘should find out ‘where the responsibility lies, and take 
drastic ‘action to prevent such pross mismanegerent. Such cone 
Gitions as heve been described hero are shemeful, and if ‘the 
Board of Control is not menagine this school ec dhliib we 
‘should ‘know it," 
an littenpt! was’alue ncde’ts Ferove thé sdiioel te’ a ‘more 
centralized and populous settion of the state, Olympia was 
mentioned prominently for this location; but Governor Hay in 
& special mess@re to the Legislature recommended the removal 
of the, school from Vancouver to & place adjacent to some higher 
institution of learning, preferably the University of Washing- 
ton; at Seattle, "Phere ‘pupils will thereby be enabled to | 
derive es. much. benefit.. from .the..oral Se and lectures” 
at.the:higher institution of ‘learning. as if blessed, wath etd 
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bill eppropriating $80,000 for the building and furnishing two 
aormitories at the same location, one for boys and one for girls,©1 
This was signed by the governor three days later, The dorwmit-' 
ories, completed in 1912,°° are still in use, and probebly will 
be for many years. Both dormitories are alike -+ three-story 
brick structures, containing fifteen bead rooms, of which four can 
accommodate five persons; six, three persons each, while the 
remaining seven rooms are large enough for two people. Thus each 
building has a capacity of approximately fifty occupants, In 
addition to these living quarters, there are linen rooms, shower 
roons, ‘elud rooms, ‘and two large play rooms. The boys! and 
girls' "cottages", as they are improvseriy called, are located 
about two hundred feet apart, with the administration and school 
budiaing (arected in 1915), situated between the two, 
arn. Eh the spring of 1912 Governor M, EB, Hay appointed Mrs, J, 
eo hsea," oe Seattle, and Miss May Goldsmith to make a thorough 
investigation of #11 the state instituticns, The purpose of the 
investigation wes to give the Governor, end through him the 
public,’ a feir and non-partisan view of the eetual conditions 
within the institutions, This commission upon visiting the 
poneat for the blind, stated in ite report; “Grogs ignorance 
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on the part of the public regarding the choeracter of several 
of cur state iInetitutions have allowed lerislative enectment 
‘to include our deaf and blind schools arong the charitable 
institutions of the state, State schcols for the deaf and blind 
“are no more cheritable institutions than are cur city school 
systems, our state normals, our estate university or state 
apricultural college. The sooner both of these schools become 
legally recognised as a legitimate part of our state school 
“system, the sooner intelligent parents of the blind and deaf 
children will take advantege of the educational cpportunities 
afforded by the state, and the sooner the state will receive 
proper returns upon the money invested." 

The population of the school eat this time numbered thirty- 
five -- twenty-one boys em fourteen girls. Twenty-four of 
these pupils were in the primary depertment, eight in frammar 
school, and three attended the Vancouver Public High School. 
The school work did not carry beyond the eighth grece. The 
Anstruct ion of the literary Gepartment was divided between tye 
teachers, neither of whor had hed previous preparation for the 
work. Living within the institution, they received $540 each 
lie Kin. 2 nine months of school, No physical education program 
was. followed, a situation severely oritielzed by the Governcr's 
Inveetination ‘coumission, “Piano tuning, net work, chair cadning 
and weaving were: the subjects, offered by the industrial department. 

fe, tee togeieer although providing separate appro=} 
priations: fort the depsrtments ‘of t the deaf end the blind, did 
not create two inetitutions, one HE ee teet Ur. Clarke, 
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headed both schools, with George Mullin as the principsl of 
the blind department. Actually the two schools were conducted 
separately; but. legally they were not divided until 1913, At 
that session of the Legislature a law wes passed, and approved 
by. the Governor on February, 24th, which provided. for complete. , 
separation of both, schools, °4 Henceforth each institution, no .. 
longer a part of the other, was to bean enity in itself, heving 
its own superintendent amd its own appropristion, The institution 
long known as. the. Washington State School for, the-Deaf and Blind 
became extinct; in its place. grew two offsprings, -- the State 
School for the Blind, and the State School for the, Deaf. 


wv 

"ome Lew creating the vash4ngton State School for the Blind 
went into erréct efter the close of the selicol term dn June, ere 
1913, “On the first of the following September, Ure We erat, 
Superintendent’ of ‘the Kansas School ror the Blind, was sclected 
by the State Board’ of Control to become the first actual super= 
intehdent of the “ashington School, after search for a capable 
specialist had lea to practically every State in the Union, ' 
Mr, Ha21, then at the age of Annet wat Feobenies as one 
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“of the foremost wen Inthe work in the United States, having 
‘een entaged in the field of education practically 11 his 
‘24ife, Gradusting from the Kanses State Normal, he became a 
public sehool teacher, later advancing to the position of 
‘eity stiperintendent. In 1906 the superintendency of the Kansas 
School for the Blind wae tendered him; he accepted, and remained 
“in this capacity for seven yeers, The Board of Control was not 
informed as to his political faith prior to his coming to Wash- 
“ington, so his selection had no political significance, Mrs 
“Hall held the office of Superintendent of the Washington School 
for only two years, when he passed away on October 25, 1915, 
“It wes his endeavor to bring about systematic and accurate 
“teaching in all Gepartrents of the school, and to provide for 
“the educetional needs of the talented and mediocre, "We believe," 
“he wrote, “thet the bright children are now better provided for 
than they ever have been, We know that the mediocre and dull 
are receiving fer more intelligent help and sttention,"©© For 
“the first time pisno-rebvilding was taught et the school, 
- Physicel educetion wes given a plece in the curriculum; chicken 
~ Peieing.and gardening were encoursged, Mr, Hell urge’ the 
2 “Begislature to purchase additionel lend adjacent to the school, | 
which it afa, he pointed out the erent need for a new adminis 
mt puflding; he recommended thet there be appropristed 
te eneble t the bling youth: of the state: to attend colleges 
boul herisiie: would sivply give the ‘blind | youth a ‘phiks of. 
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elso give inspiraticn to youth of ability for scholarship in 
our school and savy to him: 'The windows are open, the light of 
knowledge will be bright to you by a great State, atteing!"67 

But Mr. Hall's outstanding achievement during his short 
tenure of office was the establishment of a summer school for 
adult blind, the second in America.°®. The 1915 Legislature 
appropriated $800 for this purpose, the first tire that the 
State of Washingtor ever made provision for teaching the adult 
blind, The summer course included hammock moking, chair caining, 
brooi making, type-writing, piane tuning and repairing for men, 
end sewing and crocheting for women. All board, roor, laundry 
end industrial supplies were furnished without charge by the 
school; the only cost to those attending was transportation, ©? 
Over twenty tock adventage of the course the first session, 
Summer school was abandoned (1920), however, after a few years 
of trial, for the reason thet the institution was so fer away 
from the large cities where the adult blind congregete, thus 
requiring a heavy outlay fer transportation, Then, too, the 
isolation of the school buildings nearly a mile and a half from 


66, séverth Biennial Rises of ‘the Boerd of iGoneven, 4915, 24.127. 
67. ChE Par gs the recommendations of Mr. Hall at an earlier 

ate, the Legislature of Kenses enacted in 1915 a bill pro- 
wae for the PORTE: °F, sighted readers for blind 
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. she main pert of ‘Vancouver made ‘it a lonely place for the 


Le 
blina to have amusement other ‘than that afforded by themselves. ! 70 


ing: 


Upon the sudden death of Mr, Hall in October 1915, tps, 
Sadie wall, his wife, was appointed superintendent of the 
school, the ‘second women “in Washington to become head of a 


won 


state Anstitution, A woman of splendid intellectual attainments, 
pach charactor, ‘aad endowed with executive ability, Mrs, Hall 


was able to carry on the’ policies of her’ husband, Before her: 


marrisce Krse Hall had been a primary teacher; her experience 

ag met ron of the Kansas and Washington schools for the blind 
‘end. as “help-mete of her husbend during many years of educational 
work qhalified her for the stremous duties which she now 
‘shouldered. Kon. 

fam At the beginning of her sluiperintendenkey chere were twenty 
exployees at the school, including teachers.7! Sixty-three 
students | were in attendance, of whom King County furnished 
approximately a fifth, The valuation of the schoot property 
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say about ‘the Washington summer schools "It “ts worthy to 


floor of this that. the State of Washington has followed the example 
this state in establishing summer school for its blind 

efi Loman enh These. have .been maintained, and I am assured, 
cessfully Tip mainedinea during ‘the last two summers in 
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ehete The recommendation which Mr, Hell had made. that the 
Legislature appropriate money fora new administration build- 
ang wae, realized: in, 1915. when. $75,000. wes set aside for that 
purposes, The 1915: Legisleture had appropriated an ddentical 

sum for, the, same, purpose, but this hed been vetoec by the: 
governor.,,75, architects from Spokane and Vancouver’ were commis- 
gioned to,draw, the, plens, of: the building;' the contract for its 
erection wes let to Se Cs Eriekeon, of Tacomey: Formely opening 
took place in December. 1016. /4... funiz 
wor The, edministration building, docated, at) the center. of the 
grounds,; between.and to the front.of the boys: and» girls dormi- 
tories, is.en,imposing brick, structure as..splendid) locking today 
as dt. was at. its, constructions... An expanse, of rolling lawns,: 
several tall, rambling black-walnut trees, shrubs of various 

size and.color, bed,sfter,bed of: flowers lend an additional’ 
touch,of beauty, The edministration building» has three floors: 
ard«a,fulle besements .Inythe basement is e lergerandt well-equipped 
gymne siur,, boys) :end girls’, shower;and locker rooms, the school. 
libvary, (originally intended. for-a:swimming pool), domestic 
seience)rooms,,science laboratory. and store rooms... On the main 
floor.ia the superintendent te \Living quarters, administration 
REELAORs chosertien rooms, guest rooms, dining rooms for: students, 
) tenirren cent teachers, ibitebeny:pakery; mé@xsewing and provision 
‘i oom: pte neecnt LR0er contains ‘the chapel ‘and(ebh the »seheol 
a | pee petice rooms. Sleeping quarters of the staff occupy the... 
3 ara hired et the State 
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whole of the third floor. The administration building is well 
 @onstructed, modern in almost every sense, a structure that 
the Citizens of Washington might rightly be proud of. 

“SA second building completed while Mrs, Hall served as 
superintendent, was the boys' industrial buliding, costing 
$10,000. and erected in 1918, One story high, and of brick, it 
stends about thirty yards behind the boys’ dormitory. Here is 
carried out all the varied activity of the boys industrial 
aepartment -- broom making, piano tuning and repairing, wood 
work, chair caning, furniture making, etc. Five practice 
piano-tuning rocms, a place to store lumber, a piano-repair 
room, a wood work room, and a broom shop -- all well-ecuipped 
=< house these activities, There is also an office and store 
room. 

- Superintendents of schools for the blind are prone to give 
too mich space in their reports to the physical, material aspects 
of the institution they represent, as, the construction of power 
plants, the fencing of grounds, erection of buildings; too little 
space is devoted to the achievements of former pupils, the one 
thing which reelly indicates sudcess of the school. Both Mrs. 


Hall and Mrs. Chapman, the only women.superintendents of the 
Washingt on Sehocl, have emphasized the attainments of graduates. 
Their reports tell in glowing terms what former students are 
doings se "We are proud of the are hieee of many, of our gredvates 
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of this school and often refer before the children to the 
record made by our own boys amd girls who call this school 
their Alma liater," writes Mrs, Hall.75 "among the ones whom 
we delight.to honor are the followings Mr. Robert Irwin, once 
a student here and now doing a splendid work for his fellows 
in Ohio. In 1909 after graduating from Harvard University, 
Mr, Irwin was called to Cleveland by the city Board of Education 
to become supervisor of classes for the blind in the Cleveland 
public schools, During the year 1912 there was added to his 
work the supervision of similar work in Cincinnati and Toledo. 
Mr, Irwin's. experimentation in the public school education of 
the blind is proving to be an unusually valuable contribution 
to the methods of educating the blind. Later Mr. George Meyers 
took first honors at the Vancouver High School and then won a 
$450 scholarship for excellent work at the University of Wash- 
ington. Since his greduation he has been engaged in the high 
school work at Clevelend. Two years ago another of our young 
men, Mr. Lyle Von Ericksen, of Hillyard, after graduating at 
the Vancouver Hizch School went to the University at Seattle and 
‘took first in chemestry. /® pf arr pleased to record these facts 


74. The Vancouver Sun, Decenber 1, 1916, 
(75, Tenth Biennial Report, 1920, P. 306, 
be These three men are the most distinguished graduates of the 
_ Washington School. Since 1915 lir, Irwin has been instru- 
“mental in promoting sight saving work in this country. He 
Served as president of the American Workers Association 
or the Blind from 1923-27; from 1925-29 as director of the 
, i of Reséerch and Education of the American Foundation 
‘for. Bae and since 1929 as.executive director of that 
pare ‘He acted as chairman of the sub-committee on 
. icapped of Ex-President Hoover's White House 
n 1950, and hes written books relative to the 
blind, George F. Myers is now Supervisor of the blind in 
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to prove whet has often been claimed, that blindness is not 
enough of s handicap to prevent success." 

During the trying years of the Great Wer life at the school 
continued quietly, disturbed only by occasional grumblings on 
the part of the students concerning the incessant and unappet- 
izing menu of beans, codfish gravy and substitute bread which 
was served them, But this wes a period of sacrifice, The. 
muffled reverberations of complaint were over-shsdowed by a 
spirit of patriotism and sacrifice comperable to that shown by 
sighted children of public schools throughout the land. National, 
state and local drives were enthusiastically participated in by 
the students; countless bundles of clothing, discarded materials, 
even peach pits’ were collected and sent out from the school with 
the fervent hope thet they might aid in some wey the Awerican 
forces in distant France. 


Vv 
" ure, Hall's resignation in September, 1920, in order thet 
oh ‘might merry, brought to the Washington School as superin- 
tendent Herbert Re Chapman, a widely known educator who devoted 
his ‘life to the betterment of the blind, Mir, Chapman's career 
in this work began in 1694 when. he accepte: a position as teacher 
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to Berkeley to reorganize the department for the blind at the 
Galifornia School for the Deaf end Blind, Under his guidance 
this school took a high rank and soon was recognized by Stanford 
‘University and the University of California as an accredited 

institution. 

His foremost endeavor upon coming to the Northwest was to 
Place the Washington School on a similar plane, Although a 
more attractive position was offered him at another institution, 
he felt a keener need at Washington for his services, Immediately 
he introduced a complete high school course of study following 
that prescribed for the public schools of the state. The need 
for establishing high school depertments in residential deel 
for the blind had long been a topic of debate among educators, 
many claiming that public high school attendance was preferable. 77 
The arrangement up to this time of having the older students of 
ability attend the Vancouver city high school while residing at 
the Washington School, was felt by Mr. Chapman to be unsatis- 
factory because it limited industriel training. “Experience 
proves thet students do not get music, piano-tuning, broom-making, 
cheir-caning, sewing, weaving, basket-meking, hammock-mreking, 
cooking, etc., while attending the public school dey clesses," 
argued Mr, Chapman,7® 

The high school, therefore, wes organized to permit its 
students to follow the same general courses offered in public 
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high school and at the same time pursue vocational courses. 
In order to keep in direct touch with the school system of 
the state every pupil before passing into the high school 
Gepartment was, and still is, required to take the regular 
state eighth grade examination, 

The inaugyration of a high school course recuired an 
addition to the teaching staff. Accordingly, three more 
teachers were appointed, who were also given general super~ 
vision over the 7th, Sth, and 9th grades, or junior high 
school, Mr. Chapman used the utmost care in the selection 
of his teachers, in this way improving the educational stand- 
ard of the school, His teachers constituted an efficient, 
cosmopolitan group, coming from such distant places as, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Minnesota, California, Kansas, North Dakota and 
Texas. That there were many changes in the corps of his 
teaching staff was greatly regretted by Mr. Chapman. Such 
changes were bound to continue, he pointed out, ’? until the 
schedule of salaries became at least commensurate with the 
salary schedule of city public school systems throughout the 
state, even then it would have to be admitted that the work 
of the teachers in the blind school is much more exacting and — 
specialized, 

. » Greater emphasis was placed upon industrial training and 
music than ever before. Two looms were purchased and rug 
weaving was introduced for the first time, The pre-vocational 
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and vocational departments offered to the boys, wood work, 
hammock tying, cheir caning, broom meking, piano tuning and 
repairing; for the girls, domestic science, cutting and making 
Clothing, knitting and crocheting, basketry, ironing and. loom 
weaving. The music department gave instruction of piano, organ, 
violin and voice. A special teacher in drematics and vocel ex- 
pression was employed to give lessons weekly to all students, 

_An_endeavor was made toward completing the equipment of 
the school in musical instruments, apparatus of various kinds 
and books embossed in revised braille, The boys industrial 
department was furnished with adequate tools. For the kinders 
gerten, tir. Chapman securec sets of the Hill kindergarten floor 
blocks, the Montessori didactic apparatus, the Hennessey. building 
blocks, and a cabhet of weights and messures. Other articles of 
equipment purchasecd inclucdeds a complete set of anatomical models, 
an erticulated skeleton, several dissected wood relief maps, 
pianos, typewriters, 4 dictaphone ang. four trenseribing machines. 
4n.open roller skating rink was leid, as well as several cement 
walks, “We have every reason to rejoice," wrote Mr. Chapman in 
his. lest report, "tc know that the work of educating the blind 
children of the State of Washington 1s becoming more effective 
on account | of having the. proper epperetus . at ones commend and 
by_ having , suitable environment in which to work," 
oo)» -Mow, the question may be raised, what was bir. eieasian! s 
philosophy in this "work of educating the blind child of the 


State of Weshington"? Bis best. stet ment of. this. was Pronentet., 
in an eddress delivered at an annual meeting of county school | 


J 
i 


we 


tom boow atod att ot box? to iianllha 
nr seni saan: mood’ iain 
giived ‘ai ne 


mmol hun Batdort ertodead dt tortion 
tanto ,omek¢ To mokvoumdent veg sorontd tagged 
“ao Lasov Sis doliemenh nt tedoged Letoege A’ Jedtov Bua’ 
atdobéga L£5 04 ylioow anoeeed ovty of bovelqde caw 00 
to dnemgtineg scat gattelqnos biawod enaii Wat Waleaill 
eet ‘auokiay ‘to ateiaqges ae toamrttedt Leokema me | 
; Lakgtaubal erod edt eeliiand iuatved of seseodae ‘ 
-cohakt off tT .uloot ssuayebs sdktw Sertebduwe al 
qwolt cettepiebatd LItf odd to adee f onus oe 
gathiied yaawoades oft yavtuxecqs ottonbyy Be 
*8 aslotitia ‘oxigo  gewoabe ‘tia’ eteighow to donde ] 
,alebem Laotee tens “eo son at¢ofemeo 6 (phositonk’ Doors pe 
equa “tekios ‘bdow Btoensld Loveveu enoitoteite 7 ' 
seentetonm guxdizoanced ies ‘Ben arto re uation He: pew | 
| deems fonves Be ttow ea hiker 2 au wae ‘ iy ae ‘ ie “ 
at neaqad® tit edorw Wiporeton ot medion vx ae 
bakkd aa Y gattoubs % haclashaal out dad wom 


#45 — 
superintendents.2° “our aim is," he said on this occasion, 
"to receive the blind child of kindergarten age in order to 
rescue it from the mannerisms and idiosyncrasies into which 
parents alrost universally let the child fall, Through kinder- 
garten activities and games and by mreans of various devices and 
by work correleted with physical educaticn, with especial train- 
‘ing in the use of the hands and sense training in general, the 
child is taught to find himself. «.. in the school our efforts 
are all directed toward the goal of rendering the pupils inde- 
pendent in the better sense of that term. The school exists 
that its pupils may accuire physical balance and poise, mental 
power in the solution of reel problems, the social stuart 
including how to meet people and how to get along with them, 
some apprecistion of the finer things in art end literature and 
at least the rudiments of a training for economic independence, 
Training in morality permeates all of these, Characte> building 
takes plece not through preachments and useless Heder ibis vot 
‘through meeting the problems of the school and of life in an 
Snereasingly courageous way." To this end both the boys and 
girls of the school were taught to care for their own rooms, 
‘assigned various duties about the place, and encouraged in 
‘every way to develop normally, “Blind people of e11 others 
must not grow up to feel that things "just happen’ or 'do them- 
selves’ for if 80, tragedy will surely follow," | 
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Mr, Chapman's long and successful career as an educator 
of the ‘blind ended on the evening of October 15, 1926, when he 
passed away, after a long illness, The writer, a student at 
the institution at the time, recalls the profound sadness that 
prevailed over the school when Kr, Chapman's death occurred, 
and how e few deys later the entire student body attended the 
furlereal of (itv hbeloved superintendent. It was indeed a sad 
event in the history of the school, | 
| ‘Who war to succeed Mr, Chapman? was the question of the 
moment on the lips of everyone at the institution, The fear 
that a superintendent of less ability end understanding might 
be chosen was re-echoed’ from mind to mind, not to be dispelled 
until the joyfully-received announcement that Mrs. Jeanne F, 
Chapman had been unanimously eppointed by the Board of Gontrol 
to take her husbard's plece. | : | 
°°" Mra. Chapmen, like Mrs. Hall, received her administrative 
qualifications from first-hand experience as helprate of her 
husband, Coming from a distinguished family and gradveting 
from a femous conservatory of music, she had won wide recogni- 
tion as a viclinist. At the time of her marriage, she taught 
music at the California School for the Blind; and, until er 
husvand's deeth, acted in thé capacity of violin and orchestra 
instructor at the Washington School, “A better selection as 
superinterdent could not have been made, for her appointment _ 
meant that’ thie forward-looking policies of Mr. Chapman were 
to eontinue and at the sme time the head of the school was 
tobe ome respected and Loved by both students and teachers. 
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No immediate changes in the acministration of the school 
wccurred, Work and play contimied at the usual pace, schedules 
remained: the same, Only gredually, almost dimperceptibly, did 
chariges*teke plecey Mrs. Chapman had taken up the policics 
or hex husband; but as she grewoin her work the horizon of 
her dutdes also crew +-- these policies she expanded and broad- 
ened te their fullest interpretation, She added music courses 
to comply with public: school requirements, promoting at the 
ainstitution a thirty piece: symphony orchestra and jazz band, 
as’ well es courses in musical history and appreciation. She 
beilt up physical educetion by engesing for this purpose a 
former University of Washington athletic star. She put in 
charge of the boys dormitory a college greduate, who forru- 
lated am extensive playground program, in the industrial 
department she substituted for hammock end broom meking the 
more practical subjects of tennis restringing and wicker furn- 
dture manufacturing. » 
of SeS8oe0clelization on the part of the blind students hes been 
foremost among her aims, These children participete in such 
orgenizetions: as, the: Girl Reserves, affiliated with the Port- |. 
Zend Yo M. Co hey the Junior Red Cross, the Honor Torch Society, 
decal: clubs and churches, the Portlend: Junior Symphony, and the 
Netional athictic Association of Schoois for the Blind. » Her 
istudents are) allowed many. privileges, even to the extent of the 
Antermingling of both sex on the playground and at the diningro™ 
table -~ a liberty seldom found aeeathools for the blind, but 


82, See table in appendix giving oc: one ¢ 
‘one whic with great euecess: at. the Washington School. on 
Haren 14, 1935, 
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With such a broad and comprehensive educational and social 
program it is not strenge that the Weshington School has become 
recognized as one of the least "“institutionalized" schools for 
the blind in the country. 

_., dt is also easy to understand why Mrs, Chapman is regarded 
by her students almost in the light of a mother, "She has that 
warm understanding that encircles the world, She never says 
‘the students’ or *inmates.of the bling school’, She speaks of 
them as.'her boys’, and ‘her girls! with genuine friendliness 
and sincere sympathy in her voice, Her understanding and sym- 
pathy reaches far beyond the limits of the one-time typical 
institution head."© 7 
-.»» And her interest in the achievements of graduates ofthe 
school is ever present, In all reports to the Board of Control 
she points with pride to the accomplishments of this or that 
former pupil.-- and she is wholly justified in doing this, for 
out of .a total of fifty-one high school graduates over a period 
of ten yeers, and without financial help from the State, twenty- 
four have pursued higher education; of the twenty-seven remaining, 
twenty-six are gainfully employed.®? It 1s also a widely, publi- 
cized fact that “blind students at the University of Washington 
get much higher grades than the average student unimpeded by. 
lack of sight."” Since 1929 eight valuable scholarships have 


been obtained through Mrs, Chapman's intervention ~- three from 


81, The Seattle Times, April 11, 1934. 

82, See table in appendix giving occupations of graduates, 

635, This statement is quoted from the Woburn Times, Woburn, Mass., 
March 14, 1955. ) 
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Perkins Institution for the Harvard Course on the Education 
of the Blind, three from the American Foundation for the Blind, 
ond two from the Cornish School of Music, Seattle. 

From these several scholarships end the scholastic achieve- 
ments of graduates, the Washington School has gained recogni- 
tion of prominence in the einaptiensl work for the blind, The 
seeming of this recognition came in 1930 when the school was 
honored by being unanimously selected by members of the American 
Association of instructors ef the Blind as the meeting place 
for the Thirteenth Biennial Convention of thet organization, 

To this convention, which. lasted from dune 25 to June 27, came 
delegates from all sections of the Union, with twenty-six states 
represented, ami from Hawii and two Canadian Provances, The 
papers presented at the sessions were interesting, the discus~ 
sions on numerous phases of work for the blind valuable, and 
the automobile excursions to Hood Kiver, Oregon, and to Long+ 
view, Wasnington, enjoyable to the visitors. A hepe of lr, 
Chapman's, expresses back in 1922, that the Washington School 
be chosen ae host to a convention of the American Association 
of Instructors of the Blind, had core true; just as his other 
hopes concerning the Washington School are now being realized 


under the. splendid guidance of Mrs. Chapman, 
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~"GoNCLUSION 
“ime prevailing spirit in the Territory of Weshirgton that 

perceived the true meaning of public school education ag an 
instrument in molding state and national life, also saw the 
need for fi territorial school in which handicapped ehildren 
= ‘the deaf and Gumb, the blind, and the feeble -minded -o 
night be trained to become useful and Jaweabiding citizens. 
To this end, the Washington School for Defective Youth was 
established nearly es half century age. 

Like other similar state institutions, its roots were 
buried deep in the soil of earlier legislation relating te 
the indigent and fandieapeea elaaste. Like other schools, 
too, its beginning was humble and precarious to its own well- 
being. Yet it survived and Pew. And, as we have already 
seen, af soon became necessary to divide the School for 
Defective Youth into two institutions, one for the deef and 
blind, and the other for the feeble-minded; still later, to 
create ‘separate institutions for the deaf and for the blind. 

| “It is of the history of the latter, the Washington State 
School ‘for the ‘Blind, ‘thet. this study has concerned itself, 
And in’ ‘tracing this history, two facts ‘stand out above ali 
eres first, “the absence of ‘political interference in the 
development of the school, ard, second, the high types of 
leadership which have directed its progress. 

While neighboring schools for the blind were suffering 
immeasurably from political intervention, hindered by frequent 
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changes in admiristration, embarrassed by investigation after 
investigation and hempered by legislative wranglings, the 
Washington School continued quietiy and unimpeced along the 
course of its development. None of its superintendents were 
appointed or dismissed for political reasons, never was it 
subjected to legislative investigation, and only once in its 
entire history was there a glimmering of political dissatis- 
faction at the manner in which the school was being managed, 
This is indeed a fine record, 

Yet such record covid never have been made without able 
administrators, All the superintendents of the Washington 
School have bsen inen and women of good training and long 
experience who were genuinely interestec in the welfare of 
the blind, Each has given that which his own or her own 
period of office needec wrost; James Watson laid the founda- 
tion of the school, Thomas Clarke spread its name, the Halls 
built its present plent, Herbert Chapman raisec its curriculum 
to accredited standards, and Mrs. Chapman brought it soclaliza- 
tion. To these splendid sdministrators, and to the whole- 
hearted co-operation of former governors, legislators and 
members of boards of control must be given credit for the past 


and present success of the Washington State School for the Blind, 
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A CHRONOLOGICAL OUTLINE OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
WASHINGTON STATE. £GHOOL FOK TEE BLIND 


Feb, 3d, Gov. Watson ©, Scuire signs an act of the Terri- 
toriel Legisleture, establishing a School for Defective 
Youth at Vancouver, in Clark Gounty, for the education 
of the deaf, blind and feeble-minded youth of the Terri- 
tory. 

Board of Trustees appointed by the governor, take immed- 
iate steps to organize and preceed to the performance 
ef their official duties, Transport. small class of 
deaf mutes from Tacoma with their teacher, a Presby- 
terian pastor, to Vancouver, .Rev. W. D, hicFarland, the 
teacher, becomes first Director, Rent a smell house in 
the center of Vancouver, in which school work commences 
on March lith, 

Feb, 24th, a land commission appointed by Governor agrees 
upon and selects a site sentaining 129 acres. Public- 
spirited members of the Vancouver Board of Trade sub- 
seribe and collect funds sufficient to purchase this 
land to to erect a building to be used as schocl house 
and living quaners) ready for occupancy in the summer, 


June, Rev. We De KeFerland resigns as Director, end is 
eeoeenen by dames Watson, an instructor of Long exper- 

ence, 

Seconé term begins on Wednesday of the last week in 
August with twenty pupils in attendance, only one of 
whom is blind -- Harry E. Applegate of Tacoma, who 
becomes the first bling. pupil of the school. Embossed 
books are donated by Perkins Institution, 


Territorial Legislature appropriates $30,000 for the 
erection of a new building. Contract awarded on May 24th. 


United States census shows that there ere fifty-one deaf 
and seventy-eight biind youths under the age of twenty- 
one yeers residing in the state, 

School population numbers twenty-five deaf and one blind. 

sey eet appropriates $20,000 for the erection of a 

esp dere the feeble-minded, which is completed in 
1892. 1909 the depertment for the blind takes over . 

"this: building and property, the site of. the present. 


ychool,. 
A compulsory education law ds enacted, ‘eoupelling all 
defects ve Ghasérent te. attend schools | 


>) 


A joint Senste. and: House: Committee: otelee, the. seh aed and 


reports its findings, 

The department for the. blind ‘hes four pupils and is . 
taught by one teacher, who is also instructor of the 
highest class in the department for the deaf. 
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1892. 


1897, 
1900, 
1901, 


1903. 


1905. 


1906, 


1907. 


1909, 


«e5le« 


The department for the blind has ten members, and is 
placed under the direction of Wiss H, C, Pettit, who 
remains sole instructor of the depertment for seven 
years 

Dec. 8th, the department for the feeble-minded is opened. 


A State Code of Public Instruction is printed in which 
is included all the lews relating te the State School 
for Defective Youth, 


Members of the Oregon Board of Education visit the school 
with a view of taking back to Oreron improved knowledce 
on the education of the blind and deaf, 


State Board of Gontrol is created, but the School for 
Defective Youth is not put under its full jurisdiction, 
Robert Irwin becomes first blind graduate of the school, 


Ernest Lister, Chairman of the Board of Control, recom- 
mends to the Legislature that the Stete School for 
Defective Youth be made into three seperate schools 
-- that the feeble-minded children be established at 
another point, and that the deaf and blind be seperated. 


The Legislature provides a division of the State School 
for Defective Youth and renames the institution "State 
School for the Deaf and Blind", The State Institution 
for FPeebdle-Minded is established and opens at Mecical 
Lake in Eastern Washington the follcwing year. 


January lst, Thomas P, Clarke succeeds James Watson as 
Director of the State School for the Deaf ond Blind. 

The population of the blind department has grown to 
thirty-one. 


The Legisleture appropriates $112,350 for the biennium, 
and increases the maintenance from $162 to $252 yearly 
per capita, Meany changes and improvements, chief among 
which is an incressed number of teachers in both 
Gepertments,. — 

Emphasis is placed upon industrial training, 


Legislature makes separate appropristions for the deaf 
and the blind, but does not create seperate institutions, 
The State School for the Deaf snd Blind is pleced urder 
the complete management of the Board of Control, 
The opening end closing dates of the school term is 
changed, “Superintendent” is the name given the head 
of the school in place of "Director", The duties and 
ifications of the Superintendent are stated by 
gement of 13 ry eclilectic: i Sei: 9 
George Mullen becomes principal of the school for the 
blind under Mr, Clarke's superintendency, 
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1911, $50,000 is appropriated for the purpose of building and 
furnishing two dormitories, one for the girls and one 
for the boys. These are completed in 1912 and are 
still used. 


1912, April i2th, a commission is appointed by Gov. M, E, Hay 
to make an investigation of all the state institutions; 
later submits a detailed report on the conditions of 
the scheel for the blind, 


1913. Feb, i4th, the State School for the Deaf and Blind is 
divided into two legally separate institutions +- the 
Stete School for the Blind and the State School for 
the Deaf, . 

Sepey We Be Hall, Head of the Kansas State School for 
the Blind, becomes the first superintendent of the 
Washington School for the Blind. Brings with him 
several experienced teachers from the Kansas School, 

Grester emphasis given to industrial training. Broom 
making introduced; piano rebuilding taught systematic- 
sally for first time, } 


‘1915. Legislature appropriates $800 to establish a summer 
school for adult blind at the State School, the second 
summer sehcol for the blind in.the U.S, This venture 
Giscontinued in 1920, 

Legislature appropriates $75,000 for the erection of the 
administration building, vetoed by Governor, but passes 
leter. . 

Oct, 25th, Mr, Hall dies, and Mrs, Sadie Hall, his wife, 
becomes superintendent. | 


1916, Administration building finished, Wre, Hall carries on 
the policies of her husband, 


1918, Boys! industrial building is built, costing $10,000, 
1919, An Estey orgen installed in auditorium 


1920- Mrs, Hall resigns, and Mr, Herbert R. Chapman, formerly 
1926, head of the California School for the Blind, and long 
connected with the Colorado School, becomes superin- 
tendent, September lst, 
introduces a complete high school course of study following 
that perscribed for the public schools of the state, 
Only well treined and highly qualified teachers employed, 
interior painting end decorating of the administration 
building, Skating rink end cement work in rear of 
administration building put in and extensive repairs 
to heating plant made. New equipment purchased, 
Enlargement of librery collection and science equipment. 
Re-orgenization of shop and the purchase of tools 
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1926- Oct, 15th, ceath of Hr. Chapman, appointment of Mrs, 
1935. Ghapman, his wife, as superintendent, 
Continues the work in’ ‘literary department as 
outlined by stete law, 
et: _ Adds music courses to comply with public sehcool pili vewonte. 
. ; Builds up physicel education départment by engaging a 
“university gradvete for this work, Hires university 
st pom: to take charge of boys dormitory and plan a 
> oar Hx seceten program, ; 
"Socta izetion of the blind is emphasized,» Pupils pertic- 
Bena ipate in sich organizations as: the Girl Heserves, the 
-..... gunior Red Cross, the Torch Honor Society, the National 
aa. Abhietic ‘ABsoet ation of Schools forthe Blind and » 
id Portisnd Junior Symphony Orchestra, Particivation in 
programs given by the high schools of three counties 
the Music Teachers Association Concerts, elubs and at 
churches. 
Scholarships are applied for, Within the past five years, 


b Ang three have been awarded to school graduates vy Perkins 
=» »dnstitution, three by the American Foundation for the 
' ~“Blind and one free and one partial scholarship at the 


Cornish School of Music, Seattle, 
1950, the school is host fo the national convention of 
of the Americen Association of Instructors of the Blind, 
(1954, opening of school term, Oct, Ist, 102 pupile in 
esidence,. 
: , "2935, spring, Department of Finance, Budget and Business 
iote sf ‘Crested to take the place of the Department of Budiness 


pret _Gontrol and another former state department. 

oi Si Wegiatature ‘epproprietes money to build a new primary 
Braitie * ya heating plant and weter system, PWA sets 
rime ing 8 ,;000 for school equipment +-- in all making 


a total of $94,500. Construction of the new puildings 
to begin in the summer, 
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OCCUPATIONS OF GRADUATES 


Total No, Graduates Gir 
(19241934) en 37 


Graduates of Normal Schools and Universities 

Students attending Normal Schools or Universities 
during the period 

Students having taken the Harvard Course at Perkins 

Students on scholarship at business colleges 

Students on scholarship at Cornish School of Music 


Teachers now holding positions 
Home Teachers 
Newly appointed Teachers 


Pieno Tuners 

Physio-Therapy 

Hotel Worker 

Orchestra Players arm Musicians 

Selesmen and Broom-mekers (including college student) 
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“DIGEST OF WASHINGTON Lats CONCERN ING ThE BLIND 
thi {From oe to <— | 


1886, De 136) To eetablish and "Yeante the Washington School for 
. "Retest ie Youth, for the e@ucation of the deaf, blind and 
1905, ©fecble. minded youth ef the Territory of Washington; 
tuition fee; appointrent, duties and» powers of the Board 
of Trustecss financial and official year; appointment, 
thas: qualifications, powers, Gat 1S Ry salary and removal of 
BUT 4 “Directors. bees etc. 8 


1888, chy" 4b, pe Bs To provide for the erecticn of a building 
for the Washington School for Defective Youth near 
“Vancouver , in Glark County, and to en Pigg 


~ ~ 


1889, chs ly Pe 72 tafattty ieniedaly money for the support of: the 
Weshington School for Defective Youth, {912,000 eave 
expenses from April 1, 1890 to April 1, 1691), 


ate. : 2 De 17: To provide for the completion of the building 
the Washington School for Defective Youthpiand tas 
epprorriate money ($20,000) therefor, 


41890, ch, 15, p. 497: To provide for the compalsory education 
-“--, Voef deféotive vouths, and to provide penalties for the 
Violation ef the same, 


1897, che ik, De 445-4483 Code of Public Instruction. 


1899, én,’ 81, De 1303 Amendatory of lew relat sing £0 Schook for 

ae Defective Youth. 

1901, ay 2129, "pe 249% Grenting a State Board of darter dtk,j:cea ¢ “o 
to provide for the government control and maintenance 

of the several state a and repealing conflict - 

A921, @) ang laws. . f Fe 


oa axe 1, bi 174 apdodie taltinde + saney ‘ton the maint -nanee of 
di ‘the Was ee en eae Defective Youth, ~~. 


Pde oh. 32, De 363 To 0 provide for the purchase of additional 
1858, © lend ad the grounds ‘of ‘the State Gehool for «=. 
Defective Youth, and meking an appropriation therefor. 


12908, “on. "Pe (266; ‘Amending act relative to the State School 
Eeamabinbarechorieaedttateemtasaede: BOCe. ror nag and | 
nm ‘Pierce's Code, stating who may be edmitted end the time yo 
“SLs “the rschool terms © Serr oo oo leyvnent, decigna- 

a t the State Board of Vocations 1 valine. org av the board 

; Se s0-cperete with the Pederal Board of Vocational pucation 

om carrying cut the provisions of the seid act of Congress, 
éefis duties and powers of gait beard and mking an 
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ch. 70, pe 1353 Providing for the care of defective and 
feeble minded youth, establishing an institution therefor, 
providing the construction of buildings, making an appro- 
priation, end declaring an emergency. (sec. 10: the blind 
to eccupy the vacant building formerly used by the feeble 
minded children, ) 


che. 159, pe 254: An act to change the name of the State 
Institution located at Vancouver from "State School for 
Defective Youth" to "State School for Deaf and Blind", 


ch, 166, p. 578: An act relating to the government, manage- 
ment end control of the public institutions and educational 
institutions, and the State Capital buildings and grourds. 


ch, 97, p. 258, School Codes: An act establishing, providing 
for maintenance of, and relating to a general and uniform 
school system for the State of Washington, in which is 
included the state schools for defective youth, Sub-chapter 
55 PPe 258-260, treat the State Suhool for Deaf and Blind; 
term, admission, control of, superintendent, census report, 
compulsory education, expense, etce, etc, 


ch, 58, pe. 318: An act relating to the State School for the 
Blind, end making an appropriation of $50,000 for buildings 
for the same. 


ch, 10, De 67: Creating a State School for the Deaf and a 
State School for the Blind, 


ch, 107, pe S08; An act relating to the State Board of 
Control, anc amending section 8955 of Remington and 
Bellinger's Annotatec Codes and Statutes of Washington, 


ch, 67, pe 226: An appropriation for the completion of the 
ge a enc schocl building at the State School for 
the im. 


ch. 72, De 2073 An act relating to end providing for the 
industrial education end the marketing of industriel 
products of the adult blind, providing for county aid 
therefor, meking an eppropristion, providing penalties 
for the violation thereof, 


ch, 102, p. 4173 An act relating to indigent blind persons, 
providing funds for such purpose and providing penslties. 


ch, 176, pe 6853 Providing for the acceptance of benefits 

of an Act of Congress making provisions for the promotion 
of vocational rehsbilitation of persons disabled in industry 
or otherwise and their return to civil employment, designa- 
ting the State Board of Vocational Education as the board 
to co-operate with the Federal Bosrd of Vocationel Hiucation 
in re the provisions of the seid act of Congress, 
and duties and powers of said board and making an 
appropriation. 
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